
 

Pacing Guide 

Social Studies: Kindergarten 

Unit 1-  
Classroom & 
Community 

Unit 2-  
Holidays & Time 

Unit 3- 
Citizenship &  
Civil Rights 

Unit 4- 
American Symbols & 

Democracy 

Unit 5- 
Holocaust Studies 

 

 
 

5 Weeks 
 

 
5 Weeks 

 
5 Weeks 

 
5 Weeks Ongoing 

 

Unit Description:  
This unit identifies 
different types of 
communities, community 
helpers, and tools used by 
community helpers. 
 

Unit Description:  
In this unit, students will 
gain an understanding of 
relative time concepts. 
They will learn about 
various holidays and 
cultural traditions that 
people celebrate in our 
country as they learn to 
accept and respect 
diversity. 

Unit Description:  
In this unit, students will 
learn that good citizenship 
involves showing 
responsibility, fairness, and 
respect. The students will 
also learn how some of our 
leaders exemplified good 
citizenship. 

Unit Description:  
In this unit, students will 
develop an understanding 
of the importance of 
historical American 
symbols and what it means 
to live in a democracy. 

Unit Description: 
This unit addresses 
issues of bias, prejudice 
and bigotry, including 
bullying through the 
teaching of the 
Holocaust and genocide  
 

 
Unit Targets:  

 

 
Unit Targets:  
 

 
Unit Targets:  

 

 
Unit Targets:  

 

Unit Targets: 
 
Students will… 

Waterford Township Public Schools  

1 



 

● Begin to understand 
his/her responsibilities 
as a member of a family, 
classroom and 
community. 

● Develop interpersonal 
skills, such as seeing 
others’ points of view, 
accepting responsibility, 
and dealing with 
conflict. 

● Begin to understand 
change over time: 
community, family, 
Native Americans, 
Pioneers, and Colonists. 

● Understand how to make 
a friend, cooperate, and 
use words to resolve 
conflict. 

● Understand and 
appreciate 
characteristics, 
differences and 
similarities between self 
and others. 

● Describe members and 
roles of his/her family. 

● Identify occupations of 
each family member. 

● Describe different 
customs, food and 
clothing of people from 
different cultures. 

● Describe the significance 
of various holidays, as 
well as the traditions and 
activities associated with 
each holiday. 

● Express how life has 
changed over time. 

● Understand the nature of 
rules (family, classroom, 
traffic), personal 
responsibility and 
cooperation. 

● Understand the 
responsibilities of 
citizenship: sharing, 
taking turns, honesty and 
kindness 

● Understand various 
viewpoints of people at 
turning points in history 
(e.g., George 
Washington, Harriet 
Tubman, Abraham 
Lincoln) 

● Discuss the role that 
Martin Luther King, Jr. 
played in standing up for 
treating everyone with 
fairness and respect. 

● View various historical 
symbols and discuss 
their significance 

● Discuss philosophy and 
ramifications of 
democracy and living in 
a democratic nation in 
age-appropriate terms 
(cooperative learning, 
class votes, class rules, 
sharing, etc.) 

● Identify patriotic 
symbols and activities, 
such as the flag, Pledge 
of Allegiance, and “Star 
Spangled Banner.” 

●Explain how our 
behavior positively or 
negatively affects 
others. 
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● Identify occupations of 
local community 
workers (e.g. medical, 
fire, police, postal 
workers, shop and store 
keepers). 

● Begin to understand how 
people help and hurt the 
environment. 
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Social Studies: Kindergarten 
Unit 1: Classroom & Community 
 

Unit title: Classroom and Community  
Unit summary: This unit identifies different types of communities, community helpers, and tools used by community helpers. 
Primary interdisciplinary connections: ELA 
RI.K.7. With prompting and support, describe the relationship between illustrations and the text in which they appear (e.g., what 
person, place, thing, or idea in the text an illustration depicts). 
RI.K.1. With prompting and support, ask and answer questions about key details in a text.  
RI.K.2. With prompting and support, identify the main topic and retell key details of a text.  
RI.K.3. With prompting and support, describe the connection between two individuals, events, ideas, or pieces of information in a 
text. 
21st Century Themes: Learning & Innovation Skills (creativity & innovation; critical thinking and problem-solving; communication 
& collaboration); Information, Media, and Technology Skills (information literacy; life & career skills; flexibility and adaptability; 
initiative & self-direction; social and cross-cultural skills; productivity & accountability; leadership & responsibility) 
Integration of 21st Century Skills through NJSLS9:  
9.1.4.A.1: Explain the difference between a career and a job, and identify various jobs in the community and the related earnings. 

9.2.4.A.3: Investigate both traditional and nontraditional careers and relate information to personal likes and dislikes. 
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9.2.4.B.1: Identify reasons why people work, different types of work, and how work can help a person achieve personal and 
professional goals. 
9.2.4.B.2: Identify various life rules and civic and work-related activities in the school, home, and community. 

CRP1.  Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and employee. 
CRP4.  Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason. 

CRP8.  Utilize critical thinking to make sense of problems and persevere in solving them. 
CRP9.  Model integrity, ethical leadership and effective management. 

CRP10. Plan education and career paths aligned to personal goals. 
Learning Targets 

Standards:  
 
6.1 U.S. History: America in the World: All students will acquire the knowledge and skills to think analytically about how past and 
present interactions of people, culture, and the environment shape the American heritage. Such knowledge and skills enable students 
to make informed decisions that reflect fundamental rights and core democratic values as productive citizens in local, national, and 
global communities. 

● 6.1.P.A.1: Demonstrate an understanding of rules by following most classroom routines. 
● 6.1.P.A.2: Demonstrate responsibility by initiating simple classroom tasks and jobs 
● 6.1.P.A.3: Demonstrate appropriate behavior when collaborating with others. 

 
6.3: Active Citizenship in the 21st Century: All students will acquire the skills needed to be active, informed citizens who value 
diversity and promote cultural understanding by working collaboratively to address the challenges that are inherent in living in an 
interconnected world. 

● 6.3.4.A.1: Explain what makes a good rule or law. 
 
9.2 Career Awareness, Exploration, and Preparation 

● 9.2.4.A.1 Identify reasons why people work, different types of work, and how work can help a person achieve personal and 
professional goals. 
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● 9.2.4.A.2 Identify various life roles and civic and work-related activities in the school, home, and community. 
 
Content Statements: 
1  Citizenship begins with becoming a contributing member of the classroom community. 
2  Everyone is part of a larger neighborhood and community. 
3  There are many different cultures within the classroom and community. 
4  People make decisions based on their needs, wants, and the availability of resources. 

5 The ability to recognize a problem and apply critical-thinking and problem-solving skills to solve the problem is a lifelong skill 
that develops over time. 

6 Brainstorming activities enhance creative and innovative thinking in individual and group goal setting and problem solving. 
7 Effective communication skills convey intended meaning to others and assist in preventing misunderstandings. 

8 Communication with people from different cultural backgrounds is enhanced by the understanding of different cultural 
perspectives. 

9 The nature of the 21st century workplace has shifted, demanding greater individual accountability, productivity and 
collaboration. 

10 Ethical behaviors support human rights and dignity in all aspects of life. 
11 Educational achievement, career choice and entrepreneurial skills all play a role in achieving a desired lifestyle. 
 
Big Idea: Community 
 
Unit Essential Questions: 
●How and why are communities important? 
●How do people help in our community? 
●Why do we need community helpers? 
●What makes a good school community? 

 
Unit Enduring Understandings: 
●A community is a place where people interact with one 

another in many ways and depend upon one another. 
●There are different kinds of communities (family, schools, 

neighborhood) 
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●Why does a classroom need rules? ●There are many needs in a community, and many 
individuals contribute in some way to meet those needs. 

●The members of a school community work together to 
promote learning. 

●Rules promote cooperation, as well as a safe environment in 
which people treat each other with respect. 

Unit Learning Targets 
Students will…  
 
●Begin to understand his/her responsibilities as a member of a family, classroom and community. 
●Develop interpersonal skills, such as seeing others’ points of view, accepting responsibility, and dealing with conflict. 
●Begin to understand change over time: community, family, Native Americans, Pioneers, and Colonists. 
●Understand how to make a friend, cooperate, and use words to resolve conflict. 
●Understand and appreciate characteristics, differences and similarities between self and others. 
●Describe members and roles of his/her family. 
● Identify occupations of each family member. 
● Identify occupations of local community workers (e.g. medical, fire, police, postal workers, shop and store keepers). 
●Begin to understand how people help and hurt the environment. 

 
 

Evidence of Learning 
Summative Assessment: Students will create a self-portrait in a chosen occupation, showing clothing and tools typically associated 
with that occupation; write/dictate a sentence to explain; Wants and needs hands-on assessment  
 
Formative Assessments: 
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●Observation 
●Anecdotal records 
●Participation in discussions 
●Create 3-D community craft (Less 4) 
●Types of homes pocket chart 
●Community circle map 

 

Alternative Assessment: Oral assessment (thumbs up and thumbs down) about community helpers. 
Benchmark:My Community end of unit Assessment (See Attached) 

Lesson Plans  
Activities Timeframe 

●Read books related to each learning target. 
●Have students engage in discussions with the teacher and peers. 
●Have community and family members visit to describe their 

occupations. 
●Create 3-D community craft (Less 4) 
●Types of homes pocket chart 
●Community circle map 

5 Weeks 

Teacher Resources/Leveled Texts Career Education 
Family, Classroom & Community: 
● Bucketfiller Book 

 
Friendship: 
●Weekly Reader 
●Stellaluna 

Community Careers: 
Postal Worker 

Firefighter 
Police Officer 
Retail Worker 

Sanitation Worker 
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Self & Others: 
●Chester and the Big Bad Bully (Audrey Penn) 
●Spookley 
● I Like Me 
 
Family Members/Roles/Occupations: 
●The Kissing Hand (Audrey Penn) 
 
Occupations of Local Community Workers: 
●Stop Drop and Roll 
●Community Helpers Collection 
 
Brainpop Jr. for School, Transportation, Kindergarten, Community 
Helpers, Bullying, Friends 
 

Modifications Technology Integration 
Special Education Students: 
●Follow student-specific IEP information 
●Allow for partner work 
● Instruct in small groups 
●Chunk information into smaller segments 
●Allow students to dictate in lieu of writing sentence on 

self-portrait 
●Allow frequent breaks 

8.1.2.A.4 Demonstrate developmentally appropriate navigation 
skills in virtual environments (i.e. games, museums). 
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●Minimize distractions 
●Pre-teach vocabulary 
●Modify assessments to reflect selected objectives 
●Verbal response accepted 
●Word banks 
●Reading buddies 
●Student selected goals 
●Flexible seating 
Students with 504s: 
●Follow student-specific 504 information 
●Allow frequent breaks 
●Minimize distractions 
●Pre-teach vocabulary 
●Modify assessments to reflect selected objectives 
●Partner/small group work 
●Reading buddies 
●Student selected goals 
●Flexible seating 
English Language Learners: 
●Draw and label 
●Read non-fiction texts, make connections 
●Group Projects 
●Compare and contrast community helpers 
●Pre-teach content specific vocabulary 
Gifted and Talented Students: 

● Open-ended activities 
● Mini workshops to extend skills 
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● Use of collaboration, independence, and cooperation 
● Student choice/alternative task lists 

Students At Risk of Failure: 
● Allow frequent breaks 
● Minimize distractions 
● Pre-teach vocabulary 
● Partner/small group work 
● Word banks 
● Reading buddies 
● Student selected goals 
● Flexible seating 
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Social Studies: Kindergarten 
Unit 2: Holidays & Time 
 
 

Unit title: Holidays & Time 
Unit summary: In this unit, students will gain an understanding of relative time concepts. They will learn about various holidays and 
cultural traditions that people celebrate in our country as they learn to accept and respect diversity. 
Primary interdisciplinary connections: ELA 
RI.K.7. With prompting and support, describe the relationship between illustrations and the text in which they appear (e.g., what 
person, place, thing, or idea in the text an illustration depicts). 
RI.K.1. With prompting and support, ask and answer questions about key details in a text.  
RI.K.2. With prompting and support, identify the main topic and retell key details of a text.  
RI.K.3. With prompting and support, describe the connection between two individuals, events, ideas, or pieces of information in a 
text. 
21st Century Themes: Learning & Innovation Skills (creativity & innovation; critical thinking and problem-solving; communication 
& collaboration); Information, Media, and Technology Skills (information literacy; life & career skills; flexibility and adaptability; 
initiative & self-direction; social and cross-cultural skills; productivity & accountability; leadership & responsibility) 
Integration of 21st Century Skills through NJSLS9:  
9.1.4.B.1: Differentiate between financial wants and needs. 

9.1.4.B.2: Identify age-appropriate financial goals. 
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9.1.4.B.3: Explain what a budget is and why it is important. 

9.1.4.B.5: Identify ways to earn and save. 
CRP1.  Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and employee. 

CRP4.  Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason. 
CRP11. Use technology to enhance productivity. 

Learning Targets 
Standards:  
6.1 U.S. History: America in the World: All students will acquire the knowledge and skills to think analytically about how past and 
present interactions of people, culture, and the environment shape the American heritage. Such knowledge and skills enable students 
to make informed decisions that reflect fundamental rights and core democratic values as productive citizens in local, national, and 
global communities. 

● 6.1.4.D.13 Cultures include traditions, popular beliefs, and commonly held values, ideas, and assumptions that are generally 
accepted by a particular group of people. 

● 6.1.4.D.14 American culture, based on specific traditions and values, has been influenced by the behaviors of different 
cultural groups living in the United States. 

● 6.1.4.D.16 Prejudice and discrimination can be obstacles to understanding other cultures. 
● 6.1.4.D.17: Explain the role of historical symbols, monuments, and holidays and how they affect the American identity. 
● 6.1.4.D.18 The cultures with which an individual or group identifies change and evolve in response to interactions with other 

groups and/or in response to needs or concerns. 
● 6.1.4.D.20: Describe why it is important to understand the perspectives of other cultures in an interconnected world. 

Content Statements:  

1  Cultures include traditions, popular beliefs, and commonly-held values, ideas and assumptions that are generally accepted by a 
particular group of people. 

2  American culture, based on specific traditions and values, has been influenced by the behaviors of different cultural groups living 
in the United States. 

3  The cultures within which an individual or group identifies changes and evolves in response to interactions with other groups 
and/or in response to needs/concerns. 
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Big Idea: Holidays, Culture & Time 
Unit Essential Questions: 
●Why do we celebrate holidays? 
●How has life in America changed? 

Unit Enduring Understandings: 
●Holidays help us remember the past. 
●Life in America has changed over time. 

Unit Learning Targets 
Students will…  
 
●Describe different customs, food and clothing of people from different cultures. 
●Describe the significance of various holidays, as well as the traditions and activities associated with each holiday. 
●Express how life has changed over time. 
 

Evidence of Learning 
Summative Assessment: Hold an international festival day; ask students to explain objects from different places 
Formative Assessments: 
●Observation 
●Anecdotal records 
●Participation in discussions 

 

Alternative Assessment: Oral assessment (thumbs up and thumbs down) about specific holidays. 
Benchmark:Holidays around the world end of unit assessment (see attachment) 

Lesson Plans  
Activities Timeframe 

●Read books related to each learning target. 5 Weeks 

Waterford Township Public Schools  

14 



 

●Have students engage in discussions with the teacher and peers. 
●Discuss significance of various holidays, as well as the traditions 

and activities associated with each holiday. 
●Discuss customs, food and clothing from different cultures. 
●Display objects from different places and discuss their 

significance. 
●Passport activity. (Holiday rotation) 
●Show videos and pictures of holiday celebrations; engage in 

discussion about the significance, traditions and activities 
associated with each. 

●Anchor Charts 
Teacher Resources/Leveled Texts Career Education 

Holidays 
● Celebrating Patriotic Holidays 
● We the Kids (Election Day) 
● Thanksgiving 
● Halloween 
● Holiday Weekly Reader 
● Polar Express 

 
Changes Over Time 

● The First Thanksgiving 
● 50th Day of School Materials 

 
BrainPop Jr.: Thanksgiving, Winter Holidays 

 

Careers related to various religious institutions/buildings- 
priests, ministers, deacon, church, synagogue, mosque  
 
Connect to holiday symbols and events 
Connect to increased need for retail/delivery workers 

Modifications Technology Integration 
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Special Education Students: 
●Follow student-specific IEP information 
●Allow for partner work 
● Instruct in small groups 
●Chunk information into smaller segments 
●Allow students to dictate in lieu of writing sentence on 

self-portrait 
●Allow frequent breaks 
●Minimize distractions 
●Pre-teach vocabulary 
●Modify assessments to reflect selected objectives 
●Verbal response accepted 
●Word banks 
●Reading buddies 
●Student selected goals 
●Flexible seating 
Students with 504s: 
●Follow student-specific 504 information 
●Allow frequent breaks 
●Minimize distractions 
●Pre-teach vocabulary 
●Modify assessments to reflect selected objectives 
●Partner/small group work 
●Reading buddies 
●Student selected goals 
●Flexible seating 
English Language Learners: 

8.1.2.A.4 Demonstrate developmentally appropriate navigation 
skills in virtual environments (i.e. games, museums). 
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●Draw and label 
●Read non-fiction texts, make connections 
●Group Projects 
●Compare and contrast community helpers 
●Pre-teach content specific vocabulary 
Gifted and Talented Students: 

● Open-ended activities 
● Mini workshops to extend skills 
● Use of collaboration, independence, and cooperation 
● Student choice/alternative task lists 

Students At Risk of Failure: 
●Allow frequent breaks 
●Minimize distractions 
●Pre-teach vocabulary 
●Partner/small group work 
●Word banks 
●Reading buddies 
●Student selected goals 
●Flexible seating 
●Allow for partner work 
●Chunk information into smaller segments 
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Social Studies: Kindergarten  
Unit 3: Citizenship & Civil Rights  
 
 

Unit title: Citizenship and Civil Rights 
Unit summary: In this unit, students will learn that good citizenship involves showing responsibility, fairness, and respect. The 
students will also learn how some of our leaders exemplified good citizenship. 
Primary interdisciplinary connections: ELA 
RI.K.7. With prompting and support, describe the relationship between illustrations and the text in which they appear (e.g., what 
person, place, thing, or idea in the text an illustration depicts). 
RI.K.1. With prompting and support, ask and answer questions about key details in a text.  
RI.K.2. With prompting and support, identify the main topic and retell key details of a text.  
RI.K.3. With prompting and support, describe the connection between two individuals, events, ideas, or pieces of information in a 
text. 
21st Century Themes: Learning & Innovation Skills (creativity & innovation; critical thinking and problem-solving; communication 
& collaboration); Information, Media, and Technology Skills (information literacy; life & career skills; flexibility and adaptability; 
initiative & self-direction; social and cross-cultural skills; productivity & accountability; leadership & responsibility) 
Integration of 21st Century Skills through NJSLS9:  
9.2.4.A.1: Identify reasons why people work, different types of work, and how work can help a person achieve personal and 
professional goals. 
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9.2.4.A.4: Explain why knowledge and skills acquired in the elementary grades lay the foundation for future academic and career 
success. 

CRP1.  Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and employee. 
CRP5.  Consider the environmental, social and economic impacts of decisions. 

CRP9.  Model integrity, ethical leadership and effective management. 
Learning Targets 

Standards:  
 
6.1 U.S. History: America in the World: All students will acquire the knowledge and skills to think analytically about how past and 
present interactions of people, culture, and the environment shape the American heritage. Such knowledge and skills enable students 
to make informed decisions that reflect fundamental rights and core democratic values as productive citizens in local, national, and 
global communities. 

● 6.1.P.A.1: Demonstrate an understanding of rules by following most classroom routines. 
● 6.1.P.A.2: Demonstrate responsibility by initiating simple classroom tasks and jobs 
● 6.1.P.A.3: Demonstrate appropriate behavior when collaborating with others. 
● 6.1.4.A.10: Describe how the actions of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. and other civil rights leaders served as catalysts for social 

change and inspired social activism in subsequent generations. 
● 6.1.4.D.6: Describe the civic leadership qualities and historical contributions of George Washington, Thomas Jefferson, and 

Benjamin Franklin toward the development of the United States government. 
 
 6.3 Active Citizenship in the 21st Century: All students will acquire the skills needed to be active, informed citizens who value 
diversity and promote cultural understanding by working collaboratively to address the challenges that are inherent in living in an 
interconnected world. 

● 6.3.4.A.1: Explain what makes a good rule or law 
 
Content Statements: 
1  Citizenship begins with becoming a contributing member of the classroom community 
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2  The need for fairness implies taking appropriate action against unfairness. 

3  The ability to recognize a problem and apply critical thinking and problem-solving skills to solve the problem is a lifelong skill 
that develops over time. 

4  Brainstorming activities enhance creative and innovative thinking in individuals and group goal setting and problem-solving. 
5 Effective communication skills convey intended meaning to others and assist in preventing misunderstandings. 
6 Ethical behavior supports human rights and dignity in all aspects of life. 
 
Big Idea: Citizenship & Civil Rights 
 
Unit Essential Questions: 
●What is a citizen/citizenship? 
●How can one be a good citizen? 
●Why should people be treated fairly? 
●Who has demonstrated good citizenship and fairness? 
●How did Martin Luther King, Jr. contribute to our country? 

 
Unit Enduring Understandings: 
●Showing responsibility, fairness and respect are hallmarks of a 

good citizen. 
●George Washington and Abraham Lincoln are famous 

American presidents due to their contributions to the U.S.A. 
and good citizenship. 

●Martin Luther King, Jr. stood up for fair treatment of people. 
Unit Learning Targets 
Students will…  
 

● Understand the nature of rules (family, classroom, traffic), personal responsibility and cooperation. 
● Understand the responsibilities of citizenship: sharing, taking turns, honesty and kindness 
● Understand various viewpoints of people at turning points in history (e.g., George Washington, Harriet Tubman, Abraham 

Lincoln) 
● Discuss the role that Martin Luther King, Jr. played in standing up for treating everyone with fairness and respect. 
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Evidence of Learning 
Summative Assessment: portfolio, participation in discussions 
Formative Assessments: 
●Observation 
●Anecdotal records 
●Participation in discussions 

 

Alternative Assessment: Oral assessment (thumbs up and thumbs down) about classroom rules and choices. 
Benchmark:Citizenship end of unit assessment (See attached) 

Lesson Plans  
Activities Timeframe 

●Read books related to each learning target. 
●Engage students in discussions with the teacher and peers. 
●Friendship fruit salad activity 
●Anchor charts 
●Rainbow fish book & craft (Friendship Activity) 
●The Crayon Box that Talked (Being a good citizen) 
 

5 Weeks 

Teacher Resources/Leveled Texts Career Education 
● Happy Birthday Martin Luther King 
● Martin’s Big Words 
● The Other Side 
● Salt in His Shoes 
● A Picture Book of Abraham Lincoln (David Adler) 

Careers related to civil rights: 
Law Enforcement 

Lawyers 
Judges 

Social Workers 

Waterford Township Public Schools  

21 



 

● A Picture Book of George Washington (Dave Adler) 
Modifications Technology Integration 

Special Education Students: 
●Follow student-specific IEP information 
●Allow for partner work 
● Instruct in small groups 
●Chunk information into smaller segments 
●Allow students to dictate in lieu of writing sentence on 

self-portrait 
●Allow frequent breaks 
●Minimize distractions 
●Pre-teach vocabulary 
●Modify assessments to reflect selected objectives 
●Verbal response accepted 
●Word banks 
●Reading buddies 
●Student selected goals 
●Flexible seating 
Students with 504s: 
●Follow student-specific 504 information 
●Allow frequent breaks 
●Minimize distractions 
●Pre-teach vocabulary 
●Modify assessments to reflect selected objectives 
●Partner/small group work 
●Reading buddies 
●Student selected goals 

● 8.1.2.A.4 Demonstrate developmentally appropriate navigation skills 
in virtual environments (i.e. games, museums). 
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●Flexible seating 
English Language Learners: 
●Draw and label 
●Read non-fiction texts, make connections 
●Group Projects 
●Compare and contrast community helpers 
●Pre-teach content specific vocabulary 
Gifted and Talented Students: 

● Open-ended activities 
● Mini workshops to extend skills 
● Use of collaboration, independence, and cooperation 
● Student choice/alternative task lists 

Students At Risk of Failure: 
●Allow frequent breaks 
●Minimize distractions 
●Pre-teach vocabulary 
●Partner/small group work 
●Word banks 
●Reading buddies 
●Student selected goals 
●Flexible seating 
●Allow for partner work 
●Chunk information into smaller segments 
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Social Studies: Kindergarten  
Unit 4: American Symbols & Democracy 
 
 

Unit title: American Symbols & Democracy 
Unit summary: In this unit, students will develop an understanding of the importance of historical American symbols and what it 
means to live in a democracy. 
Primary interdisciplinary connections: ELA 
RI.K.7. With prompting and support, describe the relationship between illustrations and the text in which they appear (e.g., what 
person, place, thing, or idea in the text an illustration depicts). 
RI.K.1. With prompting and support, ask and answer questions about key details in a text.  
RI.K.2. With prompting and support, identify the main topic and retell key details of a text.  
RI.K.3. With prompting and support, describe the connection between two individuals, events, ideas, or pieces of information in a 
text. 
21st Century Themes: Learning & Innovation Skills (creativity & innovation; critical thinking and problem-solving; communication 
& collaboration); Information, Media, and Technology Skills (information literacy; life & career skills; flexibility and adaptability; 
initiative & self-direction; social and cross-cultural skills; productivity & accountability; leadership & responsibility) 
Integration of 21st Century Skills through NJSLS9:  
9.2.4.A.4: Explain why knowledge and skills acquired in the elementary grades lay the foundation for future academic and career 
success. 
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CRP1.  Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and employee. 
Learning Targets 

Standards:  
6.1 U.S. History: America in the World: All students will acquire the knowledge and skills to think analytically about how past and 
present interactions of people, culture, and the environment shape the American heritage. Such knowledge and skills enable students 
to make informed decisions that reflect fundamental rights and core democratic values as productive citizens in local, national, and 
global communities. 

● 6.1.4.D.17: Explain the role of historical symbols, monuments, and holidays and how they affect the American identity. 
Content Statements: Symbols 
1  Historical symbols and the ideas and events they represent play a role in understanding our history. 
2  Symbols allow us to reflect upon and evaluate our history. 
3 Effective communication skills convey intended meaning to others and assist in preventing misunderstandings. 
4 A democracy allows all citizens to participate and make contributions to government and society. 
 
Big Idea: Symbols & Democracy 
Unit Essential Questions: 
●What is the significance of American symbols? 
●What are symbols of America? 
●What does it mean to live in a democracy? 

Unit Enduring Understandings: 
●American symbols reflect our heritage and foster a sense of 

identity. 
●A democracy allows citizens to make contributions to 

government and society. 

Waterford Township Public Schools  

25 



 

Unit Learning Targets 
Students will…  
●View various historical symbols and discuss their significance 
●Discuss philosophy and ramifications of democracy and living in a democratic nation in age-appropriate terms (cooperative learning, 

class votes, class rules, sharing, etc.) 
● Identify patriotic symbols and activities, such as the flag, Pledge of Allegiance, and “Star Spangled Banner.” 
 

Evidence of Learning 
Summative Assessment: Ability to recite Pledge of Allegiance; demonstrated understanding of symbols and their meaning; 
participation in discussions 
Formative Assessments: 
●Observation 
●Anecdotal records 
●Participation in discussions 

 

Alternative Assessment: Oral assessment (thumbs up or thumbs down) about laws or American symbols. 
Benchmark:Use Lesson 6 activity as end of unit assessment (see attached) 

Lesson Plans  
Activities Timeframe 

●Show students pictures of various symbols and/or bring in actual 
items with symbols on them and discuss each symbol’s 
significance. 

●View pictures/videos that depict the founding of American 
Democratic society (e.g., Washington crossing the Delaware) 

●Anchor Charts 
●Symbol sort (pocket chart activity) 

5 Weeks 
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●American Flag project 
Teacher Resources/Leveled Texts Career Education 

●Memorial Day 
●The American Flag 
●The Bald Eagle 
●The Statue of Liberty 
●O, Say Can You See? 
●America Is... 

Careers related to historical preservation: 
History Teachers 
History Authors 

Museum Curators 
History Reenactors 

Modifications Technology Integration 
Special Education Students: 
●Follow student-specific IEP information 
●Allow for partner work 
● Instruct in small groups 
●Chunk information into smaller segments 
●Allow students to dictate in lieu of writing sentence on 

self-portrait 
●Allow frequent breaks 
●Minimize distractions 
●Pre-teach vocabulary 
●Modify assessments to reflect selected objectives 
●Verbal response accepted 
●Word banks 
●Reading buddies 
●Student selected goals 
●Flexible seating 
Students with 504s: 

8.1.2.A.4 Demonstrate developmentally appropriate navigation skills 
in virtual environments (i.e. games, museums). 
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●Follow student-specific 504 information 
●Allow frequent breaks 
●Minimize distractions 
●Pre-teach vocabulary 
●Modify assessments to reflect selected objectives 
●Partner/small group work 
●Reading buddies 
●Student selected goals 
●Flexible seating 
English Language Learners: 
●Draw and label 
●Read non-fiction texts, make connections 
●Group Projects 
●Compare and contrast community helpers 
●Pre-teach content specific vocabulary 
Gifted and Talented Students: 

● Open-ended activities 
● Mini workshops to extend skills 
● Use of collaboration, independence, and cooperation 
● Student choice/alternative task lists 

Students At Risk of Failure: 
●Allow frequent breaks 
●Minimize distractions 
●Pre-teach vocabulary 
●Partner/small group work 
●Word banks 
●Reading buddies 
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●Student selected goals 
●Flexible seating 
●Allow for partner work 
●Chunk information into smaller segments 
  
 
 

 
Social Studies: Grade K 
Unit 4: Holocaust Studies 
 

Unit title: Holocaust Studies 
Unit summary: This unit addresses issues of bias, prejudice and bigotry, including bullying through the teaching of the Holocaust 
and genocide  
Primary interdisciplinary connections: English Language Arts 
RI.K.7. With prompting and support, describe the relationship between illustrations and the text in which they appear (e.g., what 
person, place, thing, or idea in the text an illustration depicts). 
RI.K.1. With prompting and support, ask and answer questions about key details in a text.  
RI.K.2. With prompting and support, identify the main topic and retell key details of a text.  
RI.K.3. With prompting and support, describe the connection between two individuals, events, ideas, or pieces of information in a 
text. 

Waterford Township Public Schools  

29 



 

21st Century Themes: Income and Careers, Money Management, Becoming a Critical Consumer, Career Awareness 
Integration of 21st Century Skills through NJSLS9:  
CRP6. Demonstrate creativity and innovation. 
CRP2. Apply appropriate academic and technical skills. 
CRP5. Consider the environmental, social and economic impacts of decisions. 
CRP8. Utilize critical thinking to make sense of problems and persevere in solving them 
CRP9. Model integrity, ethical leadership and effective management. 
CRP11. Use technology to enhance productivity. 

Learning Targets 
Standards:  
6.3 Active Citizenship in the 21st Century: All students will acquire the skills needed to be active, informed citizens who value 
diversity and promote cultural understanding by working collaboratively to address the challenges that are inherent in living in an 
interconnected world.  
6.3.4D1 Identify actions that are unfair or discriminatory, such as bullying, and propose solutions to address such actions. 
 
Big Idea: Students will be able to investigate and make decisions concerning human behavior by reflecting on the lessons of the 
Holocaust and applying them to bias, prejudice, and bigotry.  
Unit Essential Questions: 
●Why do people sometimes hurt each other? 
●How do people justify hurting others? 
●How do we learn from the mistakes of the past? 
●Would you speak up if you saw someone being treated in a 

manner that you felt was inhumane? 

Unit Enduring Understandings: 
●  An understanding of empathy and forgiveness. 
●The history of the past can be used to enhance our future.  
●A variety of written narratives about the Holocaust can reveal 

unique perspectives of the populations and survivors of the 
Holocaust.  
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Unit Learning Targets 
Students will…  
●  Students will be able to investigate the Holocaust. 
● Students will be able to make decisions concerning human behavior. 
● Students will be able to reflect on the lessons of the Holocaust. 

 
Evidence of Learning 

Summative Assessment:  Chrysanthemum (band-aid activity) 
Formative Assessments: 
●Drawings with labels 
●Class discussions with puppets 

 

Alternative Assessments: Student generated 
projects, and verbal discussion   

Benchmark Assessments: See benchmark 
folder  

Lesson Plans  
Activities Timeframe 

●Students write kind words on Band-Aids as extension activity for 
Chrysanthemum 

●Character education lessons related to the following themes: 
o Diversity and Inclusion 
o Empathy 
o Communication 
o Problem-Solving 

Ongoing 
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o Peer Relationships 
●Discussions about acceptance (Unit 1) 
●Chrysanthemum (anti-bullying, acceptance of yourself and others) 
●Chester and the Big Bad Bully lesson & discussion (focus on 

human behavior and courage) 
●Have You Filled A Bucket Today? discussion (focus on community 

relationships) 
●Spookley The Square Pumpkin (acceptance of differences, joining 

in a group) 
●Tacky The Penguin (acceptance of differences) 
●Stellaluna (getting along) 

Teacher Resources/Leveled Texts Career Education 
●Chrysanthemum 
●Chester and the Big Bad Bully 
●Have You Filled A Bucket Today? 
●Spookley The Square Pumpkin  
●Tacky The Penguin 
●Stellaluna 
●www.brainpopjr.com 
●http://www.discoveryeducation.com/teachers/free-lesson-plans/mon

ey-kids-and-cash.cfm  
●http://www.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/lpsc10.sci.life.happy/ha

ppiness/ - Video discussing needs versus wants 
●https://www.federalreserveeducation.org/  
●http://www.scienceforkidsclub.com/transportation.html  

Exploration of the following careers: 
Historian 
Teacher 

Counselors 
Therapist 

Life Coach 
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Modifications Technology Integration 
Special Education Students: 
● Follow student-specific IEP information 
● Partner/Small Group Work 
● Verbal responses accepted 
● Word Bank 
● Provide extra time 
● Flexible seating 
● Prompting 
● Varied computer programs 
● Varied supplemental material 
● Scaffolding 
● Use of collaboration 
● Reteach activities 
● Teaching key aspects of a topic/eliminating non-essential 

information 
● Using videos, illustrations, pictures, or drawings to clarify 

information 
Students with 504’s: 
● Follow student-specific 504 information 
● Partner/Small Group Work 
● Verbal responses accepted 
● Word Bank 
● Choices of books 
● Varied journal prompts 
● Work alone/together 
● Flexible seating 
● Varied computer programs 

8.1.2.A.4 Demonstrate developmentally appropriate navigation skills in 
virtual environments (i.e. games, museums). 
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● Varied Supplementary materials 
● Scaffolding 
● Reteach activities 
● Use of collaboration, independence, and cooperation 
● Open-ended activities  
● Games to practice mastery of information 
● Teaching key aspects of a topic/eliminating non-essential 

information 
● Using videos, illustrations, pictures, or drawings to clarify 

information 
English Language Learners: 
● Options for varied modes of expression 
● Verbal responses accepted 
● Word bank 
● Using videos, illustrations, pictures or drawings to clarify 

information 
● Decreasing the amount of work presented or required 
● Eliminating non-essential information / teaching key aspects of a 

topic 
● Modifying tests to reflect selected objectives 
● Allowing use of notes / open book 
● Google translate 
● Preteach vocabulary 
● Frequent checks for understanding 
Gifted Students 
●Open-ended activities to extend skills 
●Multiple levels of questions 
● Independent projects 
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●Brainstorm types of project to explore to extend learning in the 
classroom.  

●Ask higher level questions that require students to look into causes, 
experiences, and facts to draw a conclusion or make connections to 
other areas of learning. 

●Provide learning centers where students are in charge of their 
learning. 

●Encourage exploration of  concepts in depth and encourage 
independent studies or investigations.  

Students at Risk of Failure 
●Allow frequent breaks 
●Partner/Small Group Work 
●Verbal responses accepted 
●Limit number of items to label on map 
●Provide extra time 
●Word Bank 
●Minimize distractions 
●Preteach vocabulary 
●Modify assessments to reflect selected objectives  
●Choices of books 
●Varied computer programs 
●Varied supplementary materials 
 

 
 

 
Waterford Township Public Schools  

35 



 

Grade K  Social Studies 
Primary & Secondary Sources 

 
Primary Sources May Include: 
Unit 1: 

● Map of Atco 
● Diagram of the classroom 

 
Unit 2: 

● Calendar 
 
Unit 3: 

● Classroom rules 
 
Unit 4: 

●  Flag 
●  Pictures of a Bald Eagle 
●  Pictures the Statue of Liberty 

 
Unit 5: 

● Bucket Filler slips 
 

Secondary Sources May Include: 
● See Teacher Resources for all three units 
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